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  PROBATION TODAY
According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, there were 4,708,100 adult Americans (1 in 
52 adults in the United States) on probation in 2014 (Kaeble, Maruschak, & Bonczar, 
2015). This figure is a decrease of 8% from the previous all-time high of 5,119,000 in 
2007. Figure 8.1 shows trends in the number of entries into the probation system from 
2000 to 2014. In 2014, there were 2,067,100 entries and 2,130,700 exits. Of those who 
exited, 35% did so successfully, 8% were incarcerated, and 9% were unsuccessfully ter-
minated (terminated for such things as failure to meet certain conditions, such as fines 
and restitution, by the end of their probation period). The remainder absconded, died, 
were deported, or were transferred to another agency. Males constituted about 75% of 
the adult misdemeanor and felony probation population. Whites were 54% of adult 
probationers, 30% were black, 13% were Hispanic, and 2% were American Indian, 
Alaska Native, Asian, or Pacific Islander. Figure 8.2 provides more information on the 
demographics of individuals on probation (Kaeble, Maruschak & Bonczar, 2015).

  WHY DO WE NEED  
COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS?
Community corrections may be defined as any activity performed by agents of the state 
to assist offenders to establish or reestablish law-abiding roles in the community while 
monitoring their behavior for criminal activity. In theory, monitoring and assisting 
offenders while allowing them to remain in the community protects society from crimi-
nal predation without taxpayers shouldering the financial cost of incarceration. Because 

Note: Counts rounded to the nearest 100.

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, Annual Probation Survey, 2000–2014.

FIGURE 8.1      �Probation Entries and Exits, 2000–2014
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Community 
corrections: A 
branch of corrections 
defined as any activity 
performed by agents 
of the state to assist 
offenders in 
reestablishing 
functional, law-
abiding roles in the 
community while 
monitoring their 
behavior for criminal 
activity.

Audio 8.1: 
Meant to Keep 
Youths Out 
of Detention, 
Probation Often 
Leads Them 
There




